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Ae the contents Of Comment: #h and inclosures thereto have been: notete 


Qe It is aiderstood that the great’ ‘bulk of Logistic ‘support for Chinese Communist 
armed forves ‘emanates from Russia. Strategic air attacks against Chinats production 
facilities would apparently have a questionable effeet ‘upon China's waremaking ability. 


7 3. considering only one phase of the overall target system selected for attack, 
25,000 tons of 500=pound G.P. bombs employed in monthly or biemonthly attacks against 
China's electric power. industry would undoubtedly produce extremely harmful effects 
upon the Chinese economy through loss of electric power alone. In an attack of this 
magnitude, there would be considerable bonus destruetion of materiel and personnel, 
having little or no direct connection with the Chinese war effort. If the net result 
of this phase of the contemplated strategic air attacks: were compounded with the re- 
suits of the balance of the attacks, it appears that the overall net result during the 
period of hostilities alone might well be more harmful to us than beneficial due to: 


a Alienation of chinese: populace against U.S. 

“wy. Loss of face among all Asiatics. — : 

c. Waste of personnel and materiel on missions of questionable valus. 
-de Loss of confidence in strategie air concept. - 

@. SAC units béing badly positioned in case of war against the USSR. 


In addition, the problem of postewar restoration would undoubtedly be enlarged by wide- 
spread devastation. 


te It is believed that the assistant for Cperations analysis, in collaboration 


"with. the Directorate of Intelligence, should produce a study to determine the expected 
comparative results of a strategie offensive against China, as against a purely tactical 


and interdictory offensive, It appdars that such a study might generate a need for a 
marked revision of weapons requirements. 


5. it is believed that the lessons derived from aerial attacks against Korean 
targets should be applied in the study suggested above, with particular emphasis on 
the results of strategic air attacks against North sorean industrial targets. In this | 
respect the ae of the survey team headed by Maj. Gen. Barcus should be especially 


useful. 
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